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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward School Board hits hard at Runcie in his evaluation 
BYLINE: Scott Travis 
 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-runcie-evaluation-2016-20160929-story.html 
 
STORY: Broward Schools Superintendent Robert Runcie has plenty of room for improvement, the School 
Board has determined. 
 
Runcie has received the most critical evaluation of his five-year tenure, with three of nine School Board 
members giving him an overall rating of "needs improvement" and two others giving him mediocre 
scores in multiple areas. 
 
He was criticized for the slow progress and numerous mistakes made in rolling out the $800 million 
bond, problems within the school police department and poor morale among district staff, among other 
things. 
 
"The morale of our staff and teachers is at a low point, and it is imperative that Mr. Runcie reflect on his 
organization and find a way to address this issue," Board member Robin Bartleman wrote. 
 
Bartleman was joined by Nora Rupert and Heather Brinkworth in giving Runcie an overall "needs 
improvement" rating. 
 
Ann Murray, who rated him highly effective last year, lowered her rating to effective. Donna Korn, 
Laurie Rich Levinson and Patti Good all rated him as effective. 
 
Levinson and Good gave Runcie high marks for continuous improvement, but were more critical in the 
other three areas measured in the evaluation. Levinson gave him subpar scores for quality instruction 
and effective communications, while Good rated him as borderline in leadership and management, 
continuous improvement and communications. 
 
Runcie received ratings of "highly effective" from Abby Freedman and Rosalind Osgood, whose stellar 
review came despite telling the Sun Sentinel's editorial board in late August that Runcie's performance 
was a "C or a C minus." 
 
"Mr. Runcie has great leadership style and skills," Osgood wrote. "On any given day he manages more 
people than Google or Facebook." 
 
Runcie rated himself as "highly effective." 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Hollywood 'not out of woods yet,' manager says at budget hearing 
BYLINE: Susannah Bryan 
 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-budget-hollywood-final-vote-20160928-story.html 
 
STORY: Homeowners will pay a slightly lower tax rate and a higher fire fee under a $239.4 million 
budget approved unanimously Wednesday night. 
 
In June, city officials were anticipating a $20 million shortfall, exacerbated by rising pension and health 
care costs. 
 
"We are not out of the woods yet," City Manager Wazir Ishmael warned commissioners, referring to the 
ongoing budget shortfalls facing City Hall each year. 
 
Hollywood will collect $98 million in property taxes next year, but will pay $53 million toward pensions 
and $28 million in health care costs for current and retired employees. 
 
City Hall is creating a task force to tackle pension woes and has hired a consultant to get help on cutting 
health care costs, Ishmael said. 
 
To help balance the budget, City Hall has frozen 48 positions, including nine police officers and seven 
firefighters. 
 
Hollywood homeowners will see their fire fee increase from $209 to $222 to raise an extra $1.6 million. 
 
The overall tax rate will decrease from $776 to $773 per $100,000 in taxable value. But tax bills are likely 
to rise for many homeowners due to an 8.7 percent increase in property values. 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-budget-hollywood-final-vote-20160928-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Hollywood District 2 candidates focus on solving fiscal shortfalls 
BYLINE: Susannah Bryan 
 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-nov-guide-hollywood-district-2-20160928-
story.html 
 
STORY: All three candidates running for the District 2 seat say they would focus on solving the recurring 
fiscal shortfalls at City Hall. 
 
Commissioner Peter Hernandez says the focus needs to be on restructuring pensions and health care 
costs. Ordained minister Tim Burton would focus on big-ticket items and real estate agent Maria Jackson 
would cut spending citywide. 
 
Hernandez says he's been an outspoken voice for residents and businesses in District 2, which 
encompasses downtown and five neighborhoods west of Federal Highway. 
 
Soon after joining the commission in 2012, Hernandez says he started pushing for a stronger police 
presence along Federal Highway to tackle the crime, prostitution and drug dealing that have long 
plagued the area. 
 
He says he has gotten late-night calls from constituents complaining about parties that have gotten out 
of control. 
 
"I've been called at 1 a.m. and I get up and go," Hernandez said. "My wife thinks I'm crazy. The biggest 
issue when I was elected was crime. People were having cars broken into. Crime is now down." 
 
If elected, he said he would continue to focus on fixing the city's fiscal woes, made worse by rising 
pension and health-care costs from lucrative contracts approved years ago. 
 
"The current administration is focusing on negotiating sustainable competitive contracts," he said. "It 
will take years to see the benefits of recent agreements, so in the meantime we must hold the line on 
spending." 
 
Burton, vice president of the Liberia Homeowners Association, is making his second run for office. 
 
Burton says Liberia, where crime and a high unemployment rate are top issues, has been neglected by 
City Hall for years. 
 
Burton wants Hollywood to rename a street named for a Civil War general who helped found the KKK. 
Forrest Street runs through all of Hollywood, including the primarily black neighborhood of Liberia. 
 
"It's important to all of Hollywood, especially when the country is on edge about a lot of things, 
including the Confederate flag," Burton said. 
 
If elected, he promises not to raise Hollywood's tax rate, noting it's already one of the highest in 
Broward County. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-nov-guide-hollywood-district-2-20160928-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-nov-guide-hollywood-district-2-20160928-story.html


4 
 

 
Burton ridiculed a recent proposal to lay off 31 part-time lifeguards, a plan since abandoned by City Hall. 
 
"They go for the little guys instead of the big-ticket items," he said. 
 
Jackson, who is making her first run for office, would bring more oversight to code problems in District 
2, especially along Dixie Highway. 
 
A print shop parks cars outside her home as late as 3 a.m., she said. 
 
"We don't have anyone looking out for the homeowners to help the residents have a better buffer 
between the homes and businesses," she said. "We don't get the same attention as our neighbors to the 
east and west. That's why I'm in this race." 
 
Jackson also wants to see Hollywood crack down on ugly signs that advertise businesses along Dixie 
Highway. 
 
"I've been asking for years that they not allow 20 million signs," she said. 
 
Jackson would like to see Hollywood equip officers with body cameras but find a way to cut spending. 
 
"We need to get a better handle on the finances," she said. "A line item budget has been requested by 
the citizens for many years in order to see where the money at City Hall is being spent. This is needed to 
see where money could be saved." 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Broward Beat 
HEADLINE: How School Board Member Rosalind Osgood Fooled Sun-Sentinel Editorial Board 
BYLINE: Buddy Nevins 
 
 
LINK: http://www.browardbeat.com/how-school-board-member-rosalind-osgood-fooled-sun-sentinel-
editorial-board/ 
 
STORY: It didn’t take long for School Board Chair Rosalind Osgood to change her tune once she won re-
election. 
 
Rosalind Osgood, on right, campaigning for re-election with fellow School Board member Abby 
Freedman 
 
Osgood was interviewed by the Sun-Sentinel Editorial Board in the summer. The Board was determining 
who it would endorse in Osgood’s School Board race. 
 
Superintendent Robert Runcie was doing a lukewarm job, “a C or C-minus,” Osgood told the journalists. 
 
Skeptical of Runcie and hearing what they wanted to hear, the Editorial Board gave Osgood the 
newspaper’s endorsement in the August primary. 
 
Flash forward to today. 
 
The School Board released her latest evaluation of Runcie, just a month after Osgood won re-election. 
 
Osgood awarded Runcie with the highest possible score — highly effective.  That’s an “A” in any 
language. 
 
A “C or C-minus” before she was re-elected.  An “A” after winning. 
 
The Sun-Sentinel Editorial Board was played.  Osgood told you what you wanted to hear. 

http://www.browardbeat.com/how-school-board-member-rosalind-osgood-fooled-sun-sentinel-editorial-board/
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