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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Election recap: Races didn't attract lots of voters 
BYLINE: Larry Barszewski 
 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/sfl-august-primary-live-updates-story.html 
 
STORY: Tuesday's state primaries were not presidential -- and it showed. 
 
Voter turnout in Broward County came in at 16.52 percent, according to unofficial figures, well below 
the 36 percent of voters who showed up in March to pick each party's presidential nominee. 
 
Palm Beach County's turnout was higher than Broward's Tuesday, at about 19.2 percent. But the 
number of votes cast in the county was down more than 100,000 from March. 
 
Instead of Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton on the ballot as in March, U.S. Senate races featuring Marco 
Rubio and Patrick Murphy held top billing on Tuesday. There were also a variety of less glamorous 
Congressional, state and local races for voters to decide. 
 
Tuesday's turnout also suffered because of nearly all-day rain throughout South Florida. 
 
Broward's numbers showed 187,640 voters cast ballots for Tuesday's primary, including 67,140 on 
Election Day, 43,158 in early voting and 77,310 by mail-in ballot. In March, 298,664 county voters 
participated in the election. 
 
Palm Beach County's preliminary report had 167,496 ballots cast, including 84,606 on Election Day, 
28,863 in early voting and 54,027 by mail-in ballot. More than 272,000 county voters took part in the 
March elections. 
 
Holness, Geller and Rich win their Broward commission primaries 
 
Broward Commissioner Dale Holness beat back a challenge by state Sen. Chris Smith on Tuesday in his 
bid for re-election, while another state senator, Nan Rich, won her commission primary -- as did former 
state Sen. Steven Geller. 
 
Holness, Rich and Geller all won their Democratic primaries, but they currently face opposition in 
November. 
 
Looks like Boca Raton commissioners will be getting a raise 
 
Boca Raton voters appear to have approved salary increases for their mayor and city commissioners by a 
razor-thin margin. They also voted to require a special election if a mayoral or commission vacancy were 
to occur mid-term. Currently, under those conditions, the commission can appoint a replacement. 
 
Satz stays Broward's state attorney after 40 years on office 
 
Broward State Attorney Mike Satz did it again, this time with a victory over challenger Teresa Williams. 
Satz, 73, has been state attorney since 1976. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/sfl-august-primary-live-updates-story.html
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Kerner wins Palm Beach Commission primary; second race close 
 
State Rep. Dave Kerner won his Democratic primary for the seat on the Palm Beach County Commission 
Tuesday, while a second race had former state Rep. Mack Bernard narrowly leading incumbent 
Commissioner Priscilla Taylor. 
 
Clemens, Rader, Farmer win their state senate races 
 
State Rep. Irv Slosberg lost his bid to become a state senator Tuesday, falling to incumbent Sen. Jeff 
Clemens. In other senate races, state Rep. Kevin Rader defeated Mindy Koch, while trial lawyer Gary 
Farmer beat state Rep. Gwyn Clarke-Reed. 
 
Both Clemens and Farmer face November opponents, while Rader won election because he has no 
other challenger. 
 
Like father, like daughter (except she won her race) 
 
Emily Slosberg won her Democratic primary race for the state House seat now held by her father, Irv 
Slosberg. 
 
In other state House races, Delray Beach Commissioner Al Jacquet, Lauderdale Lakes Commissioner 
Patricia Hawkins-Williams, former Broward County Commissioner Ken Keechl and Lauderdale Lakes 
Mayor Barrington Russell were victorious. 
 
Keechl, Jacquet and Slosberg face November opponents, while the other victors were outright winners 
on Tuesday. 
 
Five Broward judicial races head to runoffs 
 
There was a hefty slate of judicial races in Broward County on Tuesday, with five leading to runoffs. 
Circuit Judge Matthew I. Destry didn't qualify for the runoff in his race. 
 
County Court Judge Stephen Zaccor was defeated by opponent Kathleen McCarthy. 
 
Four other races also had outright winners, including incumbent Broward Circuit Judge Barbara 
McCarthy. 
 
Forman wins race for Broward Clerk of Courts 
 
Brenda Forman defeated two challengers to win the Broward Clerk of Courts race. Forman bested Mitch 
Ceasar and Elizabeth McHugh. 
 
Two runoffs appear to be on tap in Palm Beach judicial races 
 
While Circuit Judge Dina Keever and County Judge Marni Bryson were returned two office Tuesday, two 
other Palm Beach County judicial races look like they will be decided in November runoffs. 
 



3 
 

Luis "Lou" Delgado and Gregory Tendrich will be facing off in a circuit court race. Greg Lerman and Dana 
M. Santino appear headed to a runoff in a county judge race. 
 
Bradley Harper also won a county judge position. 
 
Lauderhill approves $44.5 million bond program 
 
Lauderhill voters overwhelmingly approved three separate general obligation bonds totaling $44.5 
million that will provide park, public safety and street improvements in the city over the next decade. 
 
Read my story about the Lauderhill referendum here. 
 
No changes on Broward School Board 
 
The three Broward School Board members up for election Tuesday all won their races. Robin Bartleman, 
Rosalind Osgood and Patti Good will all be returning to the board. 
 
Broward, Palm Beach sheriffs win their races 
 
Broward County Sheriff Scott Israel and Palm Beach County Sheriff Ric Bradshaw made it look easy 
Tuesday, each defeating three challengers in their respective races. 
 
Israel won the Democratic primary and will face Republican Santiago Vazquez Jr., a former Broward 
Sheriff's Office sergeant, in November. 
 
As for Bradshaw, his election campaign is over. He won re-election on Tuesday. 
 
Getting an education: We have a runoff 
 
A Palm Beach County School Board race has produced the night's first runoff. 
 
In the crowded six-way race for the board's northern district seat, none of the candidates topped 50 
percent of the vote. The two candidates who did the best, Tom Sutterfield and Barbara McQuinn, will 
face off against each other on Nov. 8. 
 
Bucher wins re-election as Palm Beach County election supervisor 
 
Palm Beach County Supervisor of Elections Susan Bucher claimed an easy victory Tuesday over 
challenger Christine Spain. Bucher, who has served eight years in office, will now get another four. 
 
Snipes will stay in charge of Broward elections for another term 
 
Broward Supervisor of Elections Brenda Snipes won a fourth term in office, although she'll have some 
explaining to do about county election results that were posted before polls closed on Tuesday [see 
entry below]. 
 
November rematch set between Garcia and Curbelo 
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The Miami Herald is reporting that former U.S. Rep. Joe Garcia has defeated Annette Taddeo in the 
Democratic primary in U.S. House District 26. Garcia's win sets up a November rematch between him 
and U.S. Rep. Carlos Curbelo who ousted Garcia two years ago. 
 
The Apprentice: Passing the property appraiser torch in Palm Beach County 
 
Dorothy Jacks, who is chief deputy in the Palm Beach County Property Appraiser's Office, won the race 
Tuesday to replace her boss, Gary Nikolits. Jacks beat County Commissioner Shelley Vana. 
 
Palm Beach public defender gets fifth term 
 
Palm Beach County Public Defender Carey Haughwout has won her race against defense attorney 
William Abramson. Haughwout has held the post for 16 years. 
 
U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown loses race for re-election 
 
This from the Associated Press: 
 
U.S. Rep. Corrine Brown has lost her battle to remain in office amid a criminal indictment and a 
revamped district that includes thousands of new voters. 
 
The Jacksonville politician was defeated in the Democratic primary by former State Sen. Al Lawson from 
Tallahassee. 
 
The 69-year-old Brown was one of the first blacks elected to Congress from Florida since reconstruction. 
Her motto “Corrine Delivers” was a testament of her ability during her two decades in office to bring 
federal dollars back to her district. 
 
But in early July, Brown and her chief of staff pleaded not guilty to multiple fraud charges that alleged 
she participated in a scheme to use a phony charity as a personal slush fund. Brown's district was also 
reshaped as part of court battle over congressional districts. 
 
Lawson will face Republican Glo Smith in November. 
 
Wasserman Schultz holds off Sanders-backed opponent 
 
U.S. Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, forced to resign her position as chairwoman of the Democratic 
National Committee on the eve of July's national convention, bounced back with a victory Tuesday in 
the Democratic primary against Bernie Sanders-backed opponent Tim Canova. 
 
She will face Republican challenger Joe Kaufman in November. 
 
It's all over but the counting as Rubio and Murphy win 
 
The Associated Press has declared U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio and U.S. Rep. Patrick Murphy as winning their 
parties' primaries to face each other in the November race for U.S. Senate. 
 
It'll be a Jolly good race against Crist 
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U.S. Rep. David Jolly has won the Republican primary in the redrawn U.S. House District 23, the 
Associated Press has reported. He'll be facing former Gov. Charlie Crist in November. 
 
Amendment 4 gets voters' OK 
 
The Solar Device Tax Exemption ballot question has been approved by Florida voters, the Associated 
Press is reporting. 
 
Huge upset in Orlando state attorney race 
 
In a major upset, Aramis Ayala, a first-time candidate for Orange-Osceola State Attorney, ousted 
incumbent Jeff Ashton, who became a household name during the Casey Anthony trial, from office after 
his first term. 
 
Four U.S. House races declared 
 
Four local House primaries have been declared by the Associated Press: 
 
Joe Kaufman has won the Republican nomination in District 23, who will face the winner of the 
Democratic primary between U.S. Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz and Tim Canova. 
 
Randy Perkins has won the Democratic nomination in District 18, and Brian Mast the Republican 
nomination, for the seat now held by Patrick Murphy; 
 
and U.S. Rep. Frederica Wilson has won the Democratic nomination for her District 24 seat. 
 
Jumping the gun 
 
Officials at the Broward election office are acknowledging that some voting results were posted on its 
online results page prematurely before polls closed. 
 
Mindy Perkins, CEO of VR Systems, Inc., said in a conference call with the elections canvassing board 
that the posting was done inadvertently She said the results were not intended to be made public until 
the polls closed at 7 p.m., but a link to the preview site was made live around 6:30 p.m. 
 
“A staff member of ours inadvertently created a link that was a preview of the election results that were 
not intended to be public,” she said. The board is chaired by Broward County Judge Sharon Zeller. 
 
Florida statute says that no election results “shall be released until after the closing of the polls in that 
county on election day.” 
 
A spokeswoman for the Supervisor of Elections Office said it would not be commenting on the matter 
Tuesday night as it was awaiting an affidavit to be submitted by Perkins Wednesday to explain what 
occurred. She directed questions to a statement posted by the office on Twitter and Facebook. 
 
“Due to a technical error in our website provider (sic), VR systems, postings were published early and 
delayed,” the statement said. 
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The posting delayed Broward’s election results. The premature tallies were taken down and not put up 
again on the supervisor of elections website until about 7:50 p.m.                                                                                                                                  
 
-- Staff writer Stephen Hobbs, reporting from the elections office 
 
... 
 
Still no response from the Broward elections office on the vote totals that appeared on its election 
results site before polls officially closed, but those numbers were recently scrubbed and the site's now 
showing no vote totals -- except for the Libertarian Party senate primary at the top of the page. 
 
... 
 
Welcome to Election Night! Polls closed at 7 p.m. in South Florida and we'll be posting updates to the 
results here throughout the night. 
 
It appears the Broward Supervisor of Elections Office couldn't wait for the poll closings to start posting 
results on its website. We're checking to see if the numbers are a test or actual vote counts. 
 
Meanwhile in Palm Beach County, Supervisor of Elections Susan Bucher's staff has had its hands full 
handling absentee ballots. Bucher said her office has cleared 50,000 absentee ballots already. The total 
for 2012 was only 29,500. 
 
In addition, Bucher said 29,000 people voted early in Palm Beach County this election, almost double the 
15,000 in 2012. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Takeaways from Tuesday's primary election 
BYLINE: Sun Sentinel Editorial Board 
 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/opinion/editorials/fl-editorial-florida-primary-commentary-
20160830-story.html 
 
STORY: After all the mailers, all the ads and all the robocalls, Florida voters made their preferences clear 
in Tuesday's primary election, including the adoption of a state constitutional amendment that will let 
you add solar panels to your roof without paying more in property taxes. 
 
Almost everyone agreed the solar amendment was a good thing. In fact, we couldn't find a single 
opponent — something worth calling out in these days of hyper-partisan politics. 
 
So, quick. Take a breather. Because here comes another onslaught for the Nov. 8 general election, 
including the fight over another solar amendment that is generating lots of opposition. 
 
There's lots more to say about November and the presidential contest between Donald Trump and 
Hillary Clinton. But let's save that for another day. 
 
Today, let us offer some reflections on the primary: 
 
First, a hearty congratulations to the winners, and a hat tip to those who didn't win, too. It's hard work 
to run for political office. It means knocking on hundreds — if not thousands — of doors. It means 
spending your evenings at candidate forums hoping to get a couple of minutes to make your case. And it 
means dialing for dollars because if you can't raise money, you can't get your message out and no one 
takes you seriously. 
 
Here at the Sun Sentinel Editorial Board, we met almost all the candidates, at least those willing to meet 
with us because they hoped for our endorsement. We saw a lot of public-spirited people hoping to get 
elected to solve problems and make a difference. But in some races, we also saw people simply looking 
for a better job — one that comes with a government pension. We tried to weed out those folks in 
offering our endorsements. 
 
We were surprised by the number of people who voted by mail and during Early Voting. In Broward, 
more people voted by mail (about 78,000) than on Election Day (66,000.) Add in the 43,000 people who 
voted during Early Voting, and the trend line is clear: we've changed how we like to vote and how 
campaigns must be run. 
 
Perhaps it was the weather. Elections supervisors — who deserve kudos for pulling off the primary 
without a hitch — encouraged people to vote early because of storms in the forecast. Perhaps in 
November, the trend will help lessen the long lines we saw during the last presidential election. 
 
With change comes problems, too. In Palm Beach County, questions remain about some races that 
involved inordinately large numbers of absentee ballots. Stay tuned there. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/opinion/editorials/fl-editorial-florida-primary-commentary-20160830-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/opinion/editorials/fl-editorial-florida-primary-commentary-20160830-story.html
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In the Democratic and Republican primaries for the U.S. Senate, there were no surprises. About a week 
ago, Sarasota developer Carlos Beruff essentially ended his campaign against Republican Sen. Marco 
Rubio, which he mostly self-funded with $8.2 million. On the Democratic side, Rep. Alan Grayson of 
Orlando similarly started tapering off appearances last week, too. 
 
Indeed, the gloves are already raised in the match-up between Rubio, who is fighting to hold his seat 
after previously saying he would give it up; and Rep. Patrick Murphy, who is best known for ousting 
former firebrand Rep. Allen West of Palm Beach Gardens. It is remarkable, really, how easily Murphy, 
33, cleared the field to become the Democratic nominee. But against Rubio, he will be the underdog. 
 
Closer to home, Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz easily defeated Nova Southeastern law professor Tim 
Canova, who ran a credible race fueled by supporters of former presidential candidate Bernie Sanders. 
But in the end, Canova couldn't convince voters that change was needed. Rather, Wasserman Schultz 
continues to enjoy strong support not only from national leaders like President Obama, but from people 
across the backyard fence. 
 
We were surprised to see Gary Farmer rather easily win the bare-knuckles fight against former Reps. Jim 
Waldman and Gwyn Clarke-Reed. This was Florida's most expensive Democratic primary. Though the 
campaign was nasty, we expect Farmer to be a difference-maker in Tallahassee. 
 
We also were glad to see Sen. Jeff Clemens of Lake Worth, whose peers have chosen him to be their 
leader in two years, hold off a challenge from Rep. Irv Slossberg of Boca Raton, who inexplicably decided 
to leave his House seat early and run for the Senate. Slossberg spent close to $2 million to try to win a a 
job that pays about $30,000 a year. Still, another Slossberg will hold the seat. His daughter, Emily, won 
her race over former Rep. Kelly Skidmore. 
 
More change is coming to the Broward County Commission. Former state lawmaker Nan Rich won her 
primary; she faces a write-in candidate in November.  Former state lawmaker Steve Geller will face 
Republican Chuck Lanza in November.  At press time, it appeared incumbent Commissioner Dale Holness 
had held off a challenge from term-limited Sen. Chris Smith. 
 
There's more to say about Tuesday's primary, too. We've got new judges and returning judges on the 
circuit and county court benches. We've got a new clerk of court in Broward and a new property 
appraiser in Palm Beach County. Incumbents are returning to the supervisor of elections offices, the 
school boards and the Broward state attorneys office. 
 
In the end, citizens made their voices heard. And that's the best news of all. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward election results posted before polls close; Palm Beach sees uptick in absentee, early 
voting 
BYLINE: Emily Miller , Stephen Hobbs and Susannah Bryan 
 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/fl-august-primary-voting-20160830-story.html 
 
STORY: Voters trekked to the polls throughout South Florida Tuesday, casting their ballots in local, state 
and congressional races despite intermittent downpours. 
 
Things were going smoothly in Broward County until election results were inadvertently posted early on 
the Supervisor of Elections website ahead of polls closing Tuesday night. 
 
A link to a preview site was made live around 6:30 p.m. Polls closed at 7 p.m. 
 
"A staff member of ours inadvertently created a link that was a preview of the election results that were 
not intended to be public," said Mindy Perkins, CEO of VR Systems Inc., which provides the county's 
elections software. 
 
Florida law says no election results "shall be released until after the closing of the polls in that county on 
Election Day." 
 
"I had absolutely no involvement in the cause of that problem, nor did my staff," Supervisor of Elections 
Brenda Snipes said. 
 
No issues were reported in Palm Beach County, where about 83,450 residents turned out to vote, 
Supervisor of Elections Susan Bucher said. 
 
The 3,400 poll workers at 461 precincts saw a steady drizzle of voters, "but nothing fantastic," she said. 
 
"The precinct results that we have are substantially lower than we expected, and I think the weather 
had something to do with that," Bucher said. "It wasn't just a little rain. It was a monsoon." 
 
Although voter turnout was low Tuesday, an uptick in early and absentee voting put the total votes cast 
at about the same as in 2012, Bucher said. 
 
Some 28,863 Palm Beach County residents voted early this year, almost double the 15,000 in 2012, 
Bucher said. And there were 49,816 absentee ballots, results show. The total number of votes by mail in 
2012 was 29,500. 
 
Carol Olds, a retired teacher from Boca Raton, said she voted Tuesday because she prefers to cast her 
ballot on Election Day. 
 
"Why should I vote early?" she said. "I like to come here." 
 
One key contest in Broward pits U.S. Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz against Nova Southeastern 
University law professor Tim Canova in a Democratic primary. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/fl-august-primary-voting-20160830-story.html
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Celia Quintas, a psychotherapist from Weston, said the main reason she made it to the polls Tuesday 
was to cast a vote for Wasserman-Schultz. 
 
Her biggest concern is security. 
 
"Making sure our communities are safe is a big priority for me," she said. 
 
A Weston physician Robert Schwartz, 64, says he would never vote for Wasserman-Schultz "under any 
circumstances." 
 
Schwartz said he voted for Marco Rubio in the Senate race because "he can accomplish just a little more 
than any of the Democrats." 
 
Andy Wyman, an attorney from Boca Raton, said his main motivation in voting in the primary was to 
cast votes for certain judges, which was important to him as an attorney. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward Sheriff Israel handily deflects three Democratic challengers 
BYLINE: Brittany Wallman 
 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/fl-august-primary-broward-sheriff-20160830-
story.html 
 
STORY: Broward Sheriff Scott Israel trounced his three Democratic challengers Tuesday, a victory he said 
was a validation of the direction he's taken the agency. 
 
Israel's socially liberal programs resounded in the heavily Democratic county. He supported and began 
rolling out police body cameras, mandated civil citations instead of arrests for juveniles with relatively 
clean records, and publicly supported a new county law allowing people with small amounts of 
marijuana to be issued a civil citation instead of being handled criminally with an arrest. He publicly 
embraced stricter gun control laws. He teamed up with religious groups to give food to poor people, 
something his opponents criticized him for. 
 
"I'm a very community oriented sheriff," he said recently. "No one has been as visible as me." 
 
Israel also has tapped directly into diverse groups, appearing in black churches to tout his programs to 
keep kids out of jail, advertising that he's the "first Jewish sheriff" in campaign pieces, and hiring a top 
Muslim activist in Broward. 
 
As Israel prepared to celebrate at friend and co-worker Ira Goldberg's Southwest Ranches home, he said 
Tuesday night that he was "happy for the team I've built ... There are individual sports like swimming, 
and there are team sports. This is a team victory and I feel so amazingly proud of my team." 
 
He said he and his wife, Susan, will take a break now from campaigning to head to Michigan to watch 
one of their triplets, Brett, play football at Northwood University. 
 
Israel faces Republican Santiago Vazquez Jr., a former Broward Sheriff's Office sergeant, on the ballot in 
November. 
 
A Republican-turned-Democrat who spent his career in law enforcement, Israel and his wife live in 
Davie. 
 
His campaign was well funded. He'd raised $395,414 by Aug. 19, more than double what his three 
opponents raised, combined. In addition, a political committee, Citizens For Effective Law Enforcement, 
took in large contributions from vendors with BSO interests, and others, collecting $257,861. 
 
Two of his opponents, Jim Fondo and Willie Jones, are retired from BSO. His third Democratic opponent, 
Edison Jules, was a police officer at a small department in Ohio. 
  

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/fl-august-primary-broward-sheriff-20160830-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/fl-august-primary-broward-sheriff-20160830-story.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Wasserman Schultz prevails, beats back primary challenge from Tim Canova 
BYLINE: Anthony Man and Anne Geggis 
 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/fl-august-primary-us-house-20160830-story.html 
 
STORY: U.S. Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz decisively defeated challenger Tim Canova in Tuesday's 
Democratic congressional primary, a victory she called "incredibly sweet and satisfying." 
 
"Thank you for your love and your support and your friendship and your knocking on doors, making 
phone calls, practically living in our campaign headquarters," Wasserman Schultz told supporters who 
gathered for her election night party at Sunrise Commissioner Joey Scuotto's pizza restaurant in Sunrise. 
Serving in Congress is "the greatest professional privilege of my life, the chance to be our community's 
voice, the chance to stand up for the principles and values that our community stands for." 
 
Wasserman Schultz is virtually guaranteed a seventh term representing Broward and Miami-Dade 
counties in Congress. 
 
Canova spent months telling Democratic voters in the Broward/Miami-Dade County 23rd Congressional 
District that Wasserman Schultz was a tool of corporate special interests who, in his view, was "not fit to 
represent the district." 
 
Noting that Canova "spent a tremendous amount of time attacking me" and devoted millions of dollars 
to TV ads going after her, Wasserman Schultz told reporters that "it feels particularly sweet" that 
Democratic voters in her district "sent a pretty clear message." 
 
She thanked voters, campaign volunteers, her staff and members of her family — who gathered around 
her as she faced TV cameras — but didn't mention her opponent. Canova didn't make the traditional 
telephone call to concede the election and congratulate the winner. 
 
Shortly before midnight Tuesday, Canova told reporters that "I'll concede that Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz is a corporate stooge." 
 
With all precincts counted late Tuesday night, Wasserman Schultz had 57 percent of the vote. 
 
Even in the face of a loss, Canova told supporters at his primary night party at Kasa Champet, a Haitian 
restaurant Pembroke Pines, that said he saw a victory for the cause of reclaiming democracy from "the 
corporate oligarchy." 
 
"Look how far we've come," he said. 
 
"We're fighting for American democracy," he said. "This is a rigged system and everyone knows it." 
 
Just five weeks ago, cable TV talking heads were offering up Wasserman Schultz's political obituary, 
suggesting she needed to depart the Democratic National Convention in Philadelphia and rush home to 
fend off the challenge from Canova. Wasserman Schultz laid low for 10 days, then burst back on the 
scene in South Florida with a frenzy of political activity. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/fl-august-primary-us-house-20160830-story.html
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Harnessing the power that comes with incumbency and the connections that she's built up in Congress 
and during five-plus years as Democratic chairwoman, she brought in a long list of top Democrats to 
campaign with her and help raise campaign cash in August. 
 
Among them: Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton; Vice President Joe Biden; House 
Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi; Georgia Congressman and civil rights icon John Lewis; and former 
Arizona Congresswoman Gabby Giffords, a longtime friend of Wasserman Schultz who was severely 
wounded in a 2011 assassination attempt. 
 
Canova benefited from the support of devotees of Bernie Sanders, the defeated candidate for the 
Democratic presidential nomination. Sanders talked up Canova on national cable TV — plus offered up 
strong criticism of Wasserman Schultz — and helped the challenger raise money. (Canova had hoped 
Sanders would campaign for him in South Florida; Sanders didn't show up.) On Monday, actress Susan 
Sarandon tweeted a video in which she endorsed Canova. 
 
The Sanders support helped Canova raise more than $3.5 million, an unusually large figure for someone 
challenging an incumbent. Wasserman Schultz raised more than $2.5 million in 2016, which was less 
than Canova, but she benefited from money her campaign had in the bank at the beginning of the year 
and from more than $640,000 spent on her behalf by Patriot Majority, a super political action 
committee. 
 
Canova's strong fundraising gave him credibility as a candidate and allowed him to hire a staff of people 
to knock on doors of voters and run extensive TV advertising in the expensive Miami-Fort Lauderdale 
television market. But that cash — 90 percent of it from outside Florida — didn't necessarily signal a 
large pool of voters in Broward and Miami-Dade counties would participate in a normally low-turnout 
August primary. 
 
Canova, 56, a professor of law and public finance at Nova Southeastern University who never before 
sought elective office, ran against Wasserman Schultz in much the same way that Sanders ran against 
Clinton. He said she represented the excesses of the Democratic Party establishment, concerned more 
about catering to the interests of her corporate campaign contributors than in the interests of everyday 
voters of South Florida. 
 
Wasserman Schultz, 49, ran as an experienced hand who has built relationships that allow her to pass 
legislation, and bring money back to South Florida, even in deeply divided Washington, D.C. She largely 
ignored Canova — and said he has little feel for a place he's lived since 2012. 
 
Canova couldn't sway enough voters. "Tim Canova has some good points but I stuck with her, because 
she's done a lot of good for the district," said Cecil Barnhart, of Pembroke Pines, who voted for 
Wasserman Schultz. 
 
Jammie Cobb, 46, of Pembroke Pines, said he was happy to vote for Wasserman Schultz. "I think she's a 
genuine lady. She's got a history of doing what she says despite what she had to go through," Cobb said. 
 
The primary capped off the most tumultuous political year of Wasserman Schultz's 25 years in public 
life. 
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Her five-plus years as the helm of the Democratic National Committee ended abruptly last month in a 
firestorm of controversy after hacked internal party emails posted by WikiLeaks showed national 
Democratic Party staffers under Wasserman Schultz favored Clinton over Sanders while the presidential 
primaries were underway. Sanders complained for months that Wasserman Schultz was tilting the scales 
in Clinton's favor, something she consistently denied. 
 
Jane Caragher, 66, of Plantation, said she supports Clinton but didn't like what she heard about the 
Democratic Party favoring her in the primary. "I don't like dirty politics of any kind. I didn't like the flavor 
of what Debbie Wasserman Schultz did to Bernie even though I'm a Hillary supporter," said Caragher, 
who voted for Canova. 
 
Ken Rosenthal, 70, of Pembroke Pines, wasn't bothered by Wasserman Schultz's performance at the 
national party, and voted for her Tuesday. "I think she was treated unfairly, that's all. She did alright. 
When they chased her out from being the head [of the DNC], that I didn't like." 
 
Wasserman Schultz visited about half a dozen polling places on Tuesday, starting at Rick Case Honda in 
Davie shortly after the polls opened at 7 a.m. Later in the day, she and one of her daughters continued a 
family Election Day tradition: lunch at Jaxson's Ice Cream Parlour and Restaurant in Dania Beach. On 
Tuesday, she had a patty melt and fries. 
 
The next mission, she said, is hitting the campaign trail for the general election, particularly on behalf of 
Clinton. "I love you all, and I can't wait to get back out on the trail — day after tomorrow." 
 
Canova suggested that he might run for office again in the future, noting that President Barack Obama 
lost a bid for the U.S. House before winning a seat in the U.S. Senate. 
 
Republicans: Wasserman Schultz faces Republican opposition in November. The district's Republican 
primary voters picked Joe Kaufman of Weston over Marty Feigenbaum of Surfside. But the 23rd District 
is so overwhelmingly Democratic that the party nominee is virtually guaranteed the win. The latest 
ratings from the big independent, nonpartisan national organizations that analyze congressional races 
put it solidly in the Democratic column. 
 
Kaufman, a pro-Israel anti-terrorism activist, unsuccessfully ran for Congress in 2012 and 2014. 
Feigenbaum, a lawyer, unsuccessfully ran for state House of Representatives in 2014. 
 
24th District: U.S. Rep. Frederica Wilson, D-Miami, easily defeated primary challenger Randal Hill, of 
Davie, a former Miami Dolphins wide receiver, to win a fourth term representing the Broward/Miami-
Dade County 24th Congressional District. No other candidates qualified to run in November, so 
Tuesday's primary decided the election. 
 
Staff writers Brian Ballou, Erika Pesantes, Wayne Rouston and Brittany Wallman contributed to this 
report. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Murphy, Rubio to face off for Senate seat 
BYLINE: David Fleshler 
 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/fl-august-primary-us-senate-20160830-story.html 
 
STORY: Republican Sen. Marco Rubio and Democratic U.S. Rep. Patrick Murphy clinched their parties' 
U.S. Senate nominations Tuesday, setting up a tough battle for a seat that will help determine which 
party controls the Senate. 
 
In an election year in which the leadership of both parties came under attack, the primary results 
represent triumphs for the establishment. Rubio, 45, easily turned back a challenge from Carlos Beruff, 
58, a Manatee County developer who ran as an anti-Washington businessman in the manner of Donald 
Trump. Murphy, 33, carried the endorsements of President Barack Obama, Vice President Joe Biden and 
Senate Democratic leader Harry Reid in his successful effort to defeat U.S. Rep. Alan Grayson, 58, an 
outspoken liberal from Orlando. 
 
At his election night party at the DoubleTree hotel in Palm Beach Gardens, Murphy promised to work to 
solve the problems of ordinary Floridians. 
 
"That's what this election's about," he said, standing on stage in front of a giant American flag. "It's 
about Floridians who are working two or three jobs, just to get into the middle class. It's about 
protecting Social Security and Medicare for our seniors. It's about comprehensive immigration reform, 
ensuring that people can come out of the shadows. It's about protecting a woman's right to make her 
own health care decisions." 
 
He attacked Rubio as a Trump-supporting captive of Washington special interests. 
 
"There's a serious debate to be had on these issues," he said. "But I can guarantee you that not one of 
them starts with attacking a gold star family, with ridiculing the disabled, with banning entire religions or 
building a wall. And yet Republicans have chosen Donald Trump to be their leader. And Senator Marco 
Rubio wants to see Trump elected as our next president." 
 
Rubio, who spent election night in Central Florida at the Embassy Suites in Kissimmee, told his cheering 
supporters that the upcoming election "is going to provide the people of Florida with a very clear choice 
for the people of this country. ... Patrick Murphy is nothing more than an old-fashioned liberal, and the 
ideas he stands for are wrong for Florida, are dangerous and leave us vulnerable as a people and a 
nation." 
 
Going into the general election, neither candidate has reason for over-confidence. Rubio was rejected 
by the voters of his own party in Florida's presidential primary, coming in a distant second in March to 
Donald Trump, with 27 percent of the vote and a majority in just one of Florida's 67 counties, his home 
county of Miami-Dade. During the primary campaign, his opponent attacked him as a man with the 
worst attendance record in the Senate. 
 
Rubio also has to fight the impression he's just waiting to run for president again. He hasn't committed 
to serving a full six-term if he's elected. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/fl-august-primary-us-senate-20160830-story.html
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Murphy defeated a candidate overloaded with baggage, from domestic violence allegations to an 
abrasive personality to criticism of his Cayman Islands investment fund. Murphy himself was under fire 
for exaggerating his business experience and academic credentials, as a legislator with few 
achievements, whose wealthy father bankrolled his political rise. 
 
Recent polls, taken in anticipation of a Rubio-Murphy matchup, give the Republican senator a lead of 
five or six percentage points over his lesser-known opponent. The race will draw intense national 
attention, as Democrats hope to ride Trump's unpopularity to a restoration of their Senate majority. 
 
Murphy, of Jupiter, is a two-term state representative who switched from Republican to Democrat just 
before running for Congress, defeating Republican tea party favorite Allen West in 2012. His district 
encompasses St. Lucie, Martin and northeastern Palm Beach counties. 
 
Rubio, of West Miami, has said his priorities were national security and Florida issues, recently taking a 
leading role in seeking funding for the Zika crisis. 
 
In an interview, Grayson said he ran "a principled, issue-driven campaign" and would not back Murphy 
in the general election. 
 
"I'm not going to be endorsing Patrick Murphy for sure," Grayson said. "He's a Republican." 
 
Beruff issued a statement saying that he would back Rubio, even though the senator "went back on his 
word" in deciding to seek re-election. 
 
"The directive out of Washington was for everyone to kiss the Senator's ring and bow out of the race," 
he said. "We did not yield to the Washington political establishment, and even though we did not win, I 
make no apologies." 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Broward Beat 
HEADLINE: Murphy, Rubio to face off for Senate seat 
BYLINE: Buddy Nevins 
 
 
LINK: http://www.browardbeat.com/what-browards-primary-election-means-more-women-as-judges/ 
 
STORY: In a echo of what played out in the Republican primaries with Donald Trump, criticism by the Ol’ 
Main Street media did little to influence Tuesday’s Broward primaries. 
 
The Sun-Sentinel proved it is not only a paper. It’s a paper tiger when it comes to elections. 
 
The editorial pages are different, as you will see below.  This is about the work by reporters in the news 
pages. 
 
The news stories didn’t sway primary voters.  At all. 
 
No politicians have been the target of more critical Sun-Sentinel news stories in recent years than Sheriff 
Scott Israel and Broward County Commissioner Dale Holness. 
 
The newspaper even chose to run a story on the Sunday before the primary about Israel’s making staff 
appointments based on politics. It was largely a rehash of previous articles and, in my opinion, a cheap 
shot. 
 
Add to that, Channel 10 News’ relentless attacks on Israel. The sheriff’s staff complained to the station 
on at least one occasion, arguing the coverage was one-sided. 
 
So what did all this Ol’ Media scrutiny accomplish? Nothing. 
 
Israel won easily with 64.4 percent of the vote against four opponents. 
 
Holness’s has a similar story. 
 
The commissioner was attacked repeatedly by reporters, who were right in examining many of his 
questionable practices. 
 
The result again was nil. Holness won a close one by less than 2 percent, but he won. 
 
The paper did better with its editorial endorsements, a process strengthened this year by Editorial Board 
Editor Rosemary O’Hara. 
 
Endorsements work most in down-ballot races, where voters know little about the candidates. These are 
called “low information” races. 
 
The ultimate low information races are judicial campaigns and there were 11 on the Broward ballot this 
week. 
 

http://www.browardbeat.com/what-browards-primary-election-means-more-women-as-judges/
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Nine of the winners or candidates who made it to a November runoff received a Sun-Sentinel 
endorsement. Only two of those endorsed lost outright. 
 
O’Hara widened the group interviewing candidates this year by bring in some expert outside help. 
 
One of those experts was Tom O’Hara. He is not only her spouse but also a big gun in the world of 
journalism.  He led the news staffs at the Palm Beach Post and the Cleveland Plain Dealer. 
 
There was also another veteran journalist Randy Schultz, former (award-winning) editorial page editor 
of the Palm Beach Post. Both O’Hara’s and Schultz have built-in BS detectors developed after years of 
interviewing politicians, a trait that is priceless when making endorsement. 
 
Having others take part in the endorsements – even your husband – broadens the viewpoints in the 
usually cloistered Sun-Sentinel boardroom. It was a great move. 
 
Experts Who Can’t Win Their Own Races 
 
A lawyer who represents himself has a fool for a client. 
 
That appears true with campaign consultants, too. 
 
Veteran campaign consultant David Brown was eviscerated on Tuesday by Broward Supervisor of 
Elections Brenda Snipes. 
 
This is in part another example of how news coverage didn’t affect the race.  Despite all of Snipes’ well-
publicized troubles, she beat Brown 76 to 24 percent. 
 
Ouch. 
 
Decades-long Democratic Chair Mitch Ceasar was also crushed in his race for Broward Clerk of the 
Courts. Ceasar received roughly 30 percent to Brenda Forman’s 44 percent and Liz McHugh’s 26 percent. 
 
I believe voters thought they were voting for Howard Forman, the clerk since 2000 who is retiring, and 
not his inexperience youngish wife. 
 
Also at work here is the growing influence of black voters.  Forman largely centered her campaign on the 
black community and with blacks growing in numbers in Broward, the strategy worked. 
 
Since Ceasar didn’t run for a Democratic committee post in the primary, he will lose his chairmanship in 
December when a new Broward Democratic leader is chosen. He will be running the party through the 
election and may get an appointment in a Hillary Clinton Administration, if she wins. 
 
However, Ceasar will no longer be the spokesman for the biggest single group of Democrats south of 
Atlanta, a role he has held for decades. He loses a platform and local Democrats lose their most effective 
voice. 
 
Satz Should Worry? 
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Broward County political legend, State Attorney Mike Satz, squeaked by in a tight race against a largely 
unknown challenger. 
 
Despite Satz’s overwhelming lead in spending, he beat challenger Teresa Williams by only 52-48 percent. 
Satz spent $280,000 plus thousands more used by a political committee. Williams spent $48,631. 
 
I don’t know if the political mistake by Williams of not closing the primary with a write-in candidate, 
allowing Republicans and independents to vote, helped Satz. A challenger won’t make that blunder next 
time. 
 
Is this a signal that a more formidable candidate could beat Satz, who was first elected in 1976? We will 
have to wait four years to see. 
 
Mixed Bag For Republican Judges 
 
Two Republican judicial appointments were defeated Tuesday – Matt Destry and Stephen Zaccor. 
 
Gov. Rick Scott appointee Judge Kal Evans survived. 
 
Maybe the difference between the three judges is this: 
 

• Evans had a dramatic story of working his way up from homeless to become a judge. 
• Destry’s demeanor was criticized by lawyers and others who visited his courtroom. 
• Zaccor, who was said by courthouse sources to be doing a good job, was beaten by female 

challenger Kathleen McCarthy. Her gender helped her. 
  
Women Judicial Candidates Rule Again 
 
Broward’s bench is going to contain more women in the future. 
 
Of the 16 candidates for judge either winning this week or moving forward to a runoff, a dozen were 
women. 
 
Political consultants consider the gender of a candidate important and worth votes. The influence of 
gender especially in non-partisan races, which lacks the most important identifier – party affiliation. 
 
Blacks Growing In Influence 
 
Black voters are an increasingly bigger part of Democratic primaries in Broward. 
 
There are roughly 216,000 registered voters who are black Democrats, compared to 220,000 white 
Democrats. 
 
The poorer performance, i.e. voter turnout, among blacks means white voters still can carry a 
Democratic primary.  With blacks moving to Broward, that white influence in the primary is diminishing. 
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You can see that influence in the victories of Brenda Forman, the clerk of the courts candidate who is 
black.  You can also see it in the narrow victory of Mike Satz, whose loss of some black precincts may be 
a backlash against his prosecutions of blacks for minor crimes. 
 
“There will come a time soon when black voters dominate the Democratic primary,” said one 
consultant. 
 
School Superintendent Robert Runcie’s loss  
 
Embattled School Superintendent Robert Runcie got little comfort from Tuesday’s result. 
 
Yes, his acolyte, School Board member Rosalind Osgood, got re-elected.  But so did one of his toughest 
critics, member Robin Bartleman.  
 
There was a concerted behind-the-scenes effort by Runcie and his groupies in the downtown business 
community to beat Bartleman. 
 
Bartleman, who runs countywide, got the county’s largest vote total against opponent Sharnell Jackson.  
Bartleman racked up 114,408 votes in a 72-28 percent victory. 
 
Runcie supporter Osgood beat Nathalie Lynch-Walsh by less — 59-41 percent. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: Murphy, Rubio to face off for Senate seat 
BYLINE: Amy Sherman And George Richards 
 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/election/article98944892.html 
 
STORY: U.S. Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz staved off her first primary challenge in 24 years, defeating 
first-time candidate Tim Canova on Tuesday to position herself to hang on to her South Florida seat 
despite a crush of national opposition to her candidacy. 
 
Wasserman Schultz harnessed the backing of the biggest names in Democratic politics to help her win — 
President Barack Obama praised her while in Miami, and Vice President Joe Biden and Democratic 
presidential nominee Hillary Clinton campaigned for her in the district. Despite the fact that Canova 
raised millions of dollars and had an army of progressive volunteers, Wasserman Schultz convinced 
voters in her district to focus on her advocacy for local causes and her decades-long liberal views, and to 
ignore the Democratic scandal that cost her the post of national party chair. 
 
“This is a community with an incredibly progressive heart that has lifted me up and helped me to be able 
to shout from the rooftops the idea that you can in America use government as a catalyst to improve 
people's lives,” she told her supporters at Scuotto’s Pizza & Pasta in Sunrise on Tuesday night. 
 
Wasserman Schultz made no mention of Canova and instead bashed Republicans for trying to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act. She also urged the crowd to support Clinton. 
 
“We commit right here and now Broward County will carry Hillary Clinton to the White House,” she said. 
 
Wasserman Schultz choked up as she thanked her parents for teaching her the Jewish value of Tikkun 
Olam, the concept of repairing the world and making it a better place. 
 
She led Canova by about 14 percentage points in a district that stretches from Weston to northern 
Miami-Dade County. 
 
Bernie Sanders backed Canova and helped him raise money from donors nationwide, but never came to 
campaign for him in South Florida. 
 
Canova hadn’t conceded shortly before 10 p.m. when he spoke to reporters at Kasa Champet, a Haitian 
restaurant in Pembroke Pines. Although he said he was in a “wait-and-see mode” it was clear that he 
was far behind. 
 
“Life knocks us on our ass a lot of times,” he said. “Everyone gets knocked on their butt a lot of times. 
The test of character is getting back up on our feet and this movement has been knocked off its feet 
time and time again.” 
 
But even when it became clear later that he had lost, Canova didn’t go quietly into the night, refusing to 
concede. 
 
“I will concede Debbie Wasserman Schultz is a corporate stooge,” he said. 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/election/article98944892.html


22 
 

 
As for working with Wasserman Schultz in the future? “She's never asked for my help, she’s never given 
me the time of day,” he said. “She’s never given the time of day to her constituents as far as I'm 
concerned.” 
 
Canova, a first-time candidate and Nova Southeastern University law professor from Hollywood, ran to 
the left of Wasserman Schultz. He criticized her for taking money from corporate donors, Big Sugar and 
payday lenders and portrayed her as part of the Washington establishment. 
 
Canova voters were angry about how Wasserman Schultz ran the Democratic National Committee. She 
resigned her chair position in July after WikiLeaks published thousands of emails showing that the DNC 
favored Clinton over Sanders. 
 
“I’m not necessarily against Debbie — it was a little bit of a protest vote about how she behaved,” said 
Luann Hoffman, a Hollywood voter who cast a ballot for Canova. “I am a Hillary supporter but I don’t 
think Bernie was treated fairly. I’ve always voted for Debbie. … I felt like she needed to know people are 
paying attention to this behavior.” 
 
But on Tuesday night, Wasserman Schultz said that voters chose her based on her record in the district, 
and called the email situation “extraneous political noise” and influence from people who lived outside 
of the community. 
 
Wasserman Schultz said local voters recognized that “the decision about who is going to represent this 
district was going to be made by the people who live here on the issues that focused around who was 
going to go to bat for them and improve their quality of life and nothing else.” 
 
Ultimately, Canova couldn’t compete with Wasserman Schultz’s name recognition and relationships 
built up over two decades in public office. The last time the Weston Democrat faced a primary challenge 
was in 1992 when she first ran for the state Legislature. 
 
Wasserman Schultz won her first seat in Congress in 2004 and easily beat Republican challengers since 
that time. In 2011, Obama tapped her as Democratic National Committee chair, and praised her during a 
trip to Miami in June. 
 
“She had my back,” Obama said at a fundraiser for Democrats. “I want to make sure we have her back.” 
 
Wasserman Schultz voters cited her support for Clinton and Obama, her long experience working in 
Washington, D.C., and her work with residents of her district. This past weekend Wasserman Schultz 
showed up at Century Village, a key voting bloc in Pembroke Pines, to celebrate a resident’s 101st 
birthday. 
 
Frances Skupsky, a retired office manager in Pembroke Pines, said she appreciated Wasserman Schultz’s 
efforts to help seniors in Century Village. Canova simply doesn’t have the experience, she said. 
 
“It would take [Canova] years to do in Congress what she's done,” she said. “Why start with a newbie 
when you have someone who's working? How in the world do you step into Debbie’s shoes knowing 
nobody and accomplish anything?” 
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Canova got a boost in fundraising and national press when Wasserman Schultz stepped down as DNC 
chair. 
 
But a recent Sun Sentinel/Florida Atlantic University poll showed that the DNC email scandal barely hurt 
her back home. Throughout the campaign, Wasserman Schultz reminded voters that she had deeper 
roots in the district than Canova and that she had long supported liberal causes such as abortion rights 
and gay rights. Canova has lived in Hollywood for about four years. 
 
Wasserman Schultz largely avoided Canova and only faced him in one debate about two weeks before 
election day. Wasserman Schultz held events in front of friendly audiences in her district, speaking about 
topics such as Zika, equal pay for women and hosting a concert for a Jewish event at Century Village in 
Pembroke Pines. 
 
She reserved most of her fire for Republicans rather than for Canova. 
 
“We must stop Donald Trump from getting anywhere near the White House,” she wrote in one mailer. “I 
am a proud, lifelong Democrat with the courage and conviction to stand up to — and stop — radical 
Republican attacks on women's health care, the environment and working families." 
 
The congressional battle mirrored the Democratic presidential nomination: Clinton campaigned for 
Wasserman Schultz in the district, while Sanders sent fundraising emails on Canova’s behalf. But the 
district overwhelmingly voted for Clinton in the March primary. Wasserman Schultz is now an honorary 
chairwoman of one arm of Clinton’s campaign. 
 
Both candidates raised more than $3 million. A Democratic PAC, Patriot Majority, spent more than 
$600,000 on mailers and radio ads to support Wasserman Schultz. 
 
Wasserman Schultz is expected to easily beat the winner of Tuesday night’s Republican primary, Joe 
Kaufman, in the left-leaning district on Nov. 8. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: Incumbents win handily in a light turnout of Broward elections 
BYLINE: Carli Teproff 
 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article98961462.html 
 
STORY: In a light turnout of about 16 percent, Broward voters decided to retain many incumbents in the 
county, including the sheriff, three school board members and a supervisor of elections, whose office 
inadvertently posted early voting and absentee ballot results on Tuesday night before the polls closed, a 
violation of state law. 
 
The error delayed the official early voting and absentee results from being posted until about 7:50 p.m. 
Tuesday. 
 
Mindy Perkins, the CEO of VR Systems, which runs the county’s election website, said an employee 
accidentally made a preview link public. 
 
“A staff member of ours inadvertently created a link that was a preview of the election results that were 
not intended to be public,” she explained. “Because of the error that link to the preview was made to go 
live. As soon as we recognized that … we started the process of fixing it.” 
 
Despite the snafu, Broward Supervisor of Elections Brenda Snipes easily defeated challenger David 
Brown in Tuesday’s elections, winning a fourth term in office. Snipes was first appointed to her position 
by then-Gov. Jeb Bush after he removed Miriam Oliphant for botching the 2002 primary. 
 
Incumbent Broward Sheriff Scott Israel, who won his first term in 2012, kept his post after defeating 
three challengers, all of whom have law enforcement experience: James Fondo, Willie Jones and Edison 
Jules. Israel, who raised about $400,0000, will face Republican Santiago Vasquez Jr., a former Broward 
Sheriff’s Office sergeant, in the November election. 
 
Incumbent school board members Rosalind Osgood, Robin Bartleman and Patricia “Patti” Good all kept 
their seats. 
 
Osgood, who was first elected in 2012 to represent District 5 — which covers Lauderhill, Lauderdale 
Lakes and parts of Fort Lauderdale and Sunrise — has been a minister, social worker and teacher in 
Broward County for 20 years. She defeated Nathalie Lynch-Walsh, who has held several volunteer 
positions in the school district. 
 
Bartleman, who was first elected to a countywide seat in 2004, easily defeated Sharnell Selena Jackson, 
a former Miami Dolphins cheerleader. Bartleman is the immediate past chair of the Children’s Services 
Council and a current board member. 
 
Good, who represents District 2 — which covers Miramar and Pembroke Pines — kept her seat, 
defeating Rose Walker-Williams and Andrew Ramjit. 
 
In the county commission race, there were three seats up for grabs. 
 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article98961462.html
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Incumbent County Commissioner Dale Holness narrowly held onto his seat — which covers parts of Fort 
Lauderdale and other cities. Holness, who raised about $372,000, defeated Sen. Chris Smith, who raised 
$224,000. 
 
Former state Sen. Nan Rich won handily over Weston City Commissioner James Norton. The seat is 
currently held by Marty Kiar, who will become the property appraiser in January. 
 
Another former state senator, Steve Geller, was the clear winner for the central/western Broward seat 
over businessman Wayne Arnold, who self-funded his campaign. The seat was left open because Lois 
Wexler was term limited. 
 
Here’s a look at a few other Broward races: 
 
▪ Clerk of Courts: Longtime Clerk of Courts Howard Forman retired, leaving the position open. His wife, 
Brenda Forman, who works in the clerk’s office, beat Mitch Ceasar, the longtime Broward Democratic 
Party chairman, and Elizabeth Ann McHugh, administrative director for Public Defender Howard 
Finkelstein. 
 
▪ In a heated Democratic primary race for State Senate Seat 34, attorney Gary Farmer led over former 
state Sen. Jim Waldman and State Rep. Gwyn Clarke-Reed. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Miami Herald 
HEADLINE: Broward Supervisor of Elections posts election results before polls close 
BYLINE: Carli Teproff, David Smiley And Michael Auslen 
 
 
LINK: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article98935682.html 
 
STORY: Florida’s Secretary of State referred Broward Supervisor of Elections Brenda Snipes to the 
county’s state attorney and sheriff Tuesday night after her office posted elections results before polls 
closed at 7 p.m. in violation of state law. 
 
Results showing early voting tallies and partial numbers for absentee ballots were posted around 6:45 
p.m. on the supervisor’s website. They were promptly taken down, and a vendor took responsibility. 
 
State laws explicitly say that “the tabulation of votes cast or the results of such uploads may not be 
made public before the close of the polls on election day.” Anyone who violates the statutes commits a 
third-degree felony. 
 
Snipes, who easily won re-election Tuesday, has not commented on the error. Florida’s Secretary of 
State Ken Detzner, who oversees the state’s elections, called the slip-up “unacceptable.” He said he has 
not been in touch with Snipes but quickly informed Gov. Rick Scott of the breach. 
 
After the snafu, Mindy Perkins, CEO of VR Systems, the contractor that runs the supervisor’s website, 
took responsibility for the error. She said a Broward County employee contacted VR Systems late 
Tuesday to ask for assistance in creating an elections results link to the county’s website. 
 
It’s unclear how, but that caused results to go live on Snipes’ website. 
 
“A staff member of ours inadvertently created a link that was a preview of the election results that were 
not intended to be public,” she explained. “Because of the error that link to the preview was made to go 
live. As soon as we recognized that … we started the process of fixing it.” 
 
It’s not clear what consequences, if any, Snipes’ office or VR Systems will face. Asked if there will be a 
fine, Detzner said, “It’s a little more serious than that.” 
 
Judge Sharon Zeller, the chair of Broward’s canvassing board, asked Perkins to submit a written affidavit 
explaining what happened. But she said she doesn’t believe criminal charges are coming. 
 
“It was an inadvertent error. If they were to be prosecuted the state would have to prove intent,” Zeller 
said. “This type of thing doesn’t make anyone happy. Them being a third-party contractor, we have no 
control over it.” 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article98935682.html

