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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Polls are open across South Florida: What you need to know on election day 
BYLINE: Susannah Bryan 
 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/fl-august-primary-voting-20160830-story.html 
 
STORY: It's time to vote. 
 
Broward County elections officials say they're ready for primary voters to come in and cast their ballots 
in local, state and congressional races. 
 
All 432 polling places in Broward opened at 7 a.m. Tuesday and will stay open through 7 p.m. 
 
"Everything's going great," said Evelyn Perez-Verdia, spokeswoman for the Broward Supervisor of 
Elections. "No issues at all. We were voter ready. We opened on time. And we are confident our poll 
workers, who were trained extremely well, will make this a successful election." 
 
Palm Beach County Supervisor of Elections Susan Bucher says polls opened on time there, too. 
 
"Everything opened very smoothly. Everything is going very well," said Bucher, who was on the road 
checking on polling places to ensure smooth sailing. 
 
In Broward, election results in will be posted on the Supervisor of Election's homepage at 
browardsoe.org. In Palm Beach County, they'll be posted at pbcelections.org. 
 
Absentee ballots and early voting results will be posted first, shortly after 7 p.m. Election Day precinct 
results will start rolling in around 8 p.m., and updated every 15 to 25 minutes, Perez-Verdia said. 
 
She could not say when the final tallies would be posted. 
 
"They have to close the polling place and take the results over," she said. "It takes awhile. What's 
important is to do everything correctly so we can get accurate results in." 
 
If Broward voters have not yet voted, feel free to come out to your polling place, Perez-Verdia said. 
 
Early voting sites closed on Sunday and are no longer open. Voters must go to their assigned polling 
place to cast their ballot. 
 
"We're out here till 7 p.m.," Perez-Verdia said. "You don't need your voter information card to vote. You 
just need a photo ID or a driver's license." 
 
More than 1.7 million voters in Florida have already cast ballots: one-third at early voting sites and two-
thirds by mail, state figures show. 
 
The weather forecast calls for a high of 85, with an 80 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms. 
Winds will be between 13 and 15 mph, with gusts up to 21 mph, according to the National Weather 
Service. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/politics/fl-august-primary-voting-20160830-story.html
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When can I vote? 
 
Polls open at 7 a.m. and close at 7 p.m. Anyone in line at 7 p.m. can vote. 
 
On election day, you are required to vote in your precinct. Your county supervisor of elections should 
have already sent you a sample ballot with your polling place listed on it. Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Find your precinct here in Broward and here in Palm Beach County. 
 
Absentee ballots have to arrive at the supervisor of elections office no later than 7 p.m. on primary day. 
Polling places cannot accept filled-out mail-in ballots. But if you decide to vote in person, you should 
bring your blank mail-in ballot so it can be canceled. 
 
What do I need to bring? 
 
Florida law requires all voters to have a signed ID card with them, such as Florida driver's licenses and 
state IDs. You can also bring a passport or identification cards for military, government employees, 
students, retirement centers, neighborhood associations or public assistance. A veteran's health card 
issued by the Department of Veterans Affairs will also work, as will a state-issued concealed-carry 
permit. You can even use a signed debit or credit card that has your photo on it. 
 
If you don't want to leave and come back with your ID, you can request a provisional ballot. After you've 
filled it out, election workers will comb the voter rolls and make sure you're listed. Then, if it checks out, 
your vote will be counted. 
 
What's on the ballot? 
 
Offices on the ballot include Senate and U.S. House primaries, state legislative seats, county and circuit 
judges, school boards, sheriffs, county commissioners and constitutional offices such as county clerks 
and property appraisers. Voters will also decide on a state constitutional amendment, and residents of 
Boca Raton and Lauderhill have referendums to vote on. 
 
Click here for our Voter's Guide. 
 
Who can vote? 
 
Florida is a closed primary state, meaning only registered party members can vote in their party's 
primary. 
 
Any registered voter can vote in a partisan race in which the winner will face no opposition in the 
general election in November. So, if there are only Democrats or Republicans in a race, with no 
opposition (not even a write-in candidate), you can vote in those races, too. 
 
Anyone registered to vote in the state of Florida can vote in nonpartisan elections. 
 
Trouble at the polls? 
 
Tell us about it. In Broward, call 954-356-4537. In Palm Beach County, call 561-243-6635. 



3 
 

MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Consultant: Broward 911 system not as bad as people think 
BYLINE: Brittany Wallman 
 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-911-dispatch-report-20160826-story.html 
 
STORY: Broward's 911 emergency dispatch system provides pretty good service. It's the management 
and technology that needs fixing, says a consultant's in-depth examination of Broward County's fledgling 
regional dispatch system. 
 
"The system is performing better than what the perception was out there," said Alphonso Jefferson, 
assistant county administrator. "There's some opportunities for improvement." 
 
The county's system has been dogged by complaints, mistakes and bad publicity in its two-year 
existence. But Missouri-based Fitch & Associates said compared to other large, urban 911 systems, it's 
not that bad. 
 
When it comes to answering 911 calls, the report says, "the Broward system actually exhibits some of 
the best performance seen in large 911 centers across the nation." 
 
But managers are fixated on performance goals that aren't necessarily worth fixating on, the consultant 
said. The various parties involved — the sheriff's office, the county and the city police and fire chiefs — 
don't trust one another. Employee morale is rock bottom. Technology is flawed, though improvements 
are coming. And the system isn't understaffed, the report says. In fact, it's overstaffed. 
 
The report has been eagerly awaited by cities like Pembroke Pines and Fort Lauderdale, who've 
threatened to pull out of the countywide system. In addition, the Broward Sheriff's Office, which runs 
the county system, had hoped it would justify their request for more money to hire more staff. But the 
report doesn't do that. 
 
The challenge going forward, the report says, "will be defining a clear set of expectations shared by all." 
 
A second report will come in the next three months, said consultant Bruce Moeller, a former Sunrise fire 
chief and city manager who now works as a Fitch & Associates consultant. It will spell out how solutions 
to the problems can be rolled out. 
 
According to the report: 
 
• The dispatch system needs simpler management. Right now, it's operated by the sheriff's office, but is 
under the county's control. Participating city fire and police chiefs weigh in. And, the report noted, "low 
levels of trust exist" among the three factions, with most people blaming the county for it. "One of the 
major concerns shared by all stakeholders is the state of relations among the various parties," the report 
says. The report also faults the county for getting too involved in operation of the system. Moeller said 
the system was put into place on an aggressive timeline, and the county filled the leadership "vacuum." 
Now it's time to give police and fire officials a more central role, he said. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-911-dispatch-report-20160826-story.html
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• The system is doing one of the two things it was supposed to do: reducing the number of calls that had 
to be transferred to a different 911 center. With the vast majority of the 1.5 million callers a year using 
cell phones, at times the signal would ping off a tower in the wrong city in Broward's jigsaw of 31 
municipalities. Precious moments — 30 seconds on average — were wasted on transfers. That's been 
greatly reduced but still occurs occasionally because Coral Springs and Plantation didn't join. The second 
goal of the system, to allow the closest emergency response vehicle to head to a life-threatening 
emergency, hasn't been implemented. Moeller's next report will spell out how to move forward with it. 
 
• Employees who responded to Fitch's survey said they were providing a good level of service but are 
receiving inadequate training, aren't prepared to handle a hurricane or mass shooting, are not helped by 
technology, don't have easily understood or applied policies and procedures, don't feel supported by 
upper management and don't feel equipment complaints are handled appropriately. The BSO operation 
has "significant morale problems," the report says. 
 
• The system is hampered by aging technology. But that was no secret. County commissioners at a 
budget workshop last week informally agreed to commit $50.7 million in the 2016-17 budget for 
improvements to the system. Coming in 2017 is a new computer-aided dispatch system. And in 2018, 
the radio system used by dispatchers to communicate with police and fire personnel will be replaced. 
 
• The system has enough staff to succeed, Moeller said. In some areas, it's overstaffed. Starting in 
September, 911 calls that can't be answered at one of the three call centers will roll over to another, 
possibly reducing the number of staff needed. Sheriff Scott Israel in May asked for a $6.2 million 
increase to $45.4 million, or 16 percent more, to operate the system. Most would be spent hiring 29 
more employees, bringing the total to 476. The request was put on hold pending the Fitch report 
results. The report doesn't support BSO's request for more staff. 
 
• Standards for answering phone calls and processing calls are higher than for similarly sized 911 
centers, Fitch found, and aren't necessarily worth fixating on or spending more money to achieve. The 
system already is nationally accredited. And the system is barely missing the goals. Quality of the service 
might be improved by the use of scripts for fire and law enforcement calls. Currently scripts used by 911 
operators, providing instructions to callers, are only used for medical calls, Moeller said. 
 
Jefferson said he doesn't agree with all of the findings but said the county should be credited with hiring 
Fitch and cooperating to improve the system. 
 
"We want a better system. That's what we want," Jefferson said. "We think we're getting there, based 
on the numbers. We're performing at a high level. But there's some changes, and we're open to those 
particular changes." 
 
The county paid $100,000 for the report. 
 
Any member of the public who has a 911 dispatch complaint, or praise, can now lodge the comment 
online, Broward Commissioner Lois Wexler announced last week. Go to Broward.org/911. The report 
also can be viewed there. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Fitch & Associates findings after studying Broward County emergency 911 dispatch: 
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1. Broward Sheriff's Office is an Accredited Center of Excellence as awarded by the International 
Academies of Emergency Dispatch. 
 
2. Low levels of trust exist among major stakeholders. Much of this is due to role definitions. 
Relationships need to be redefined in order for the system to move forward effectively. 
 
3. County's PSAP (Public Safety Answer Point) phone system and computer aided dispatch systems are 
not effectively linked to allow comprehensive evaluation of system performance. 
 
4. County staff is unable to directly access phone and radio system data, thereby limiting their ability to 
analyze system performance beyond that permitted by pre-designed reports (a 'canned' reporting 
system) which makes some of the required reporting tedious and error prone. 
 
5. The computer aided dispatch network is redundant in the event of a failure. However, it is not tested 
on a regular basis. This is a current deficiency and is in conflict with best practices. 
 
6. The system utilizes emergency medical dispatching services, a best practice for 911 centers. However, 
no similar program is utilized for either fire or law enforcement call types. 
 
7. Radio traffic utilization, by both fire/EMS and law enforcement units, is comparatively high. Mobile 
data terminals and mobile data computers are not effectively utilized to reduce radio traffic. 
 
8. Current Public Safety Answer Points, training facility and "flee to" plans have facility limitations, 
especially related to adequate space. 
 
9. The number of 911 callers required to be transferred has been essentially eliminated under 
consolidated regional system, and reduced total call processing times by approximately 30 seconds. 
 
10. The consolidated system is capable of closest unit response to life-threatening emergencies, but 
protocols are not yet in place. 
 
11. The county has inappropriately made, and public safety officials allowed, some operational decisions 
to be handled by the county that should, instead, be determined by public safety officials. 
 
12. BSO's operation of the Public Safety Answer Points are challenged with significant morale problems 
embedded in issues of staffing, training and management. 
 
13. For more than half of the incident records, the event in the computer aided dispatch cannot be 
linked to the unique call detail record that initiated the incident. 
 
14. Employing the procedures above, Fitch found only 25.6 percent of computer aided dispatch records 
valid for use in analysis of [call processing standards]. 
 
15. The county has implemented a set of quality assurance and improvement processes that assist in 
objectively moving the system forward. 
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16. The county's use of Pass/Fail targets provides little in the way of information for continuous quality 
and performance improvement. 
 
17. Certain performance measures are a poor representation of system performance and inconsistent 
with current industry best practices. 
 
18. The failure of the current Pass/Fail or Yes/No busy hour target [phone answering time] is that it 
provides no guidance as to the level of surge capacity that is fiscally responsible to build into the system. 
 
19. The phone answering and call processing measurements can be accurately evaluated based on 
current data in the computer aided dispatch and telephony systems. BSO performs well for these 
dispatch intervals. But a third call processing interval must be cautiously evaluated due to technology 
and data limitations. 
 
20. BSO current performance indicates overstaffing in call take positions based on Erlang modeling. 
 
21. BSO current performance indicates overstaffing in Fire Assignment positions based on Erlang 
modeling. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Broward lawyer's political thriller about presidential scandal has local links 
BYLINE: Paula McMahon 
 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/features/fl-robert-buschel-by-silent-majority-20160830-story.html 
 
STORY: Well-known lawyer Robert Buschel has played a role in some of South Florida's most notorious 
real-life legal cases but his first work of fiction is a political thriller with plenty of Broward references and 
a timely link to presidential campaigns and scandals. 
 
Buschel, who grew up in Hollywood and cut his lawyering teeth at the Broward Public Defender's Office 
before going into private practice, pulled off the feat of securing a book deal with a publisher for his first 
book. 
 
"By Silent Majority" goes on sale Tuesday in Barnes & Noble stores and is available on Amazon.com. 
 
The novel's central character, Daniel Carlson, is the most popular president in history but he has a very 
big secret — one that's big enough to bring down his whole administration on the eve of his expected 
re-election. Buschel said he's been pleased that early readers of the book were genuinely surprised by 
the plot twist. 
 
Buschel said he wouldn't run for political office, "not even at gunpoint," but is a political junkie who 
volunteered on local campaigns and worked for several local politicians. The idea for his novel started 
germinating when he was in law school and it took him years to write and modernize the idea. 
 
"I wanted to create a president who ran and succeeded for all the right reasons yet there's scandal all 
around him and, ultimately, one of those scandals is going to stick," Buschel said. 
 
Some of the physical and political terrain will be familiar to South Florida readers, including references 
to those notorious dangling chads from controversial presidential ballot counts — and re-counts — of 
the past. 
 
Readers will visit some Broward County locales and encounter some characters with evocative names, 
including a U.S. Attorney Giulianti and a negative campaign consultant, known as "the smut peddler," 
named Roger Rock. 
 
Buschel has been friends with ex-Hollywood Mayor Mara Giulianti's son for most of his life and 
occasionally represented political operative Roger Stone. 
 
Buschel, 47, lives in Fort Lauderdale where his law practice is based. He graduated from Hollywood Hills 
High School, the University of Miami and Nova Southeastern University's law school. 
 
Some of his most prominent trials included representing Kathy Bush, the former Coral Springs resident 
who was convicted of child abuse in the notorious Munchausen Syndrome by Proxy trial, and Joseph 
McGowan, who was cleared of leaving the scene of an accident on I-595 that killed a female pedestrian. 
He also represents a lot of local police officers. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/features/fl-robert-buschel-by-silent-majority-20160830-story.html
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Fans of the popular Serial podcast will recognize the name of one of his recent clients, Asia McClain, who 
became a key alibi witness in the Baltimore murder case of Adnan Syed. McClain wrote her own book 
and acknowledged Buschel for his help in vetting her transcript. 
 
When Buschel isn't working, he volunteers his skills as a pilot and the use of his plane to fly compassion 
missions for medically needy patients. 
 
How did he find time to write a successful novel? "I watched less television. I don't go to sports games, I 
don't boat and I don't golf." 
 
Buschel is already working on his next novel, which focuses on another South Florida theme: Ponzi 
schemes. 
 
Though Buschel worked at convicted Ponzi schemer Scott Rothstein's Rothstein Rosenfeldt Adler law 
firm for some years, he was never accused of any misconduct and was identified in sworn testimony as 
one of only three lawyers at the firm who billed enough legitimate business to more than cover their 
costs. 
 
Buschel said his next book includes a character named Scott Rothstein but is not about Rothstein's Ponzi 
scheme. "It's not a fictional recreation of it because that would be boring. I write to live, I don't write to 
re-live," he joked. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: Sun Sentinel 
HEADLINE: Political turmoil continues to rock Hallandale Beach 
BYLINE: Susannah Bryan 
 
 
LINK: http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-bill-julian-fallout-investigation-20160829-
story.html 
 
STORY: Political turmoil continues to rock the city following allegations that a veteran commissioner 
may have been offered gifts by a developer seeking approval for a controversial project. 
 
City Commissioner Bill Julian, who is under investigation by the Broward State Attorney's Office, is not 
talking but others are taking action. 
 
• Mayor Joy Cooper said she plans to meet with prosecutors Tuesday about Commissioners Keith 
London and Michele Lazarow, both of whom she kicked off the dais last week. But Cooper declined to 
disclose specifics. 
 
• A political website, billjulian.com, sponsored by Ethics Matter, is urging residents to sign a petition 
asking Julian to resign. 
 
•London, an outspoken political opponent of both Julian and the mayor, plans to hold a press 
conference Wednesday morning outside City Hall to discuss the controversy. 
 
Lauren Schenone, press secretary for Gov. Rick Scott, said state officials are aware of the allegations 
against Julian, but are not looking into the matter. 
 
Bill Julian under investigation 
Hallandale Beach Commissioner Bill Julian isn't talking, but his colleagues on the dais are. (Carline 
Jean/Sun Sentinel) 
"Our office has not received a complaint or charging documents on this case," Schenone said. 
 
Julian, 63, could not be reached for comment despite 11 calls to his home and cell over the past several 
days. He is facing challenger Anabelle Taub in the Nov. 8 election. 
 
Cooper's decision to meet with prosecutors comes on the heels of a contentious meeting at City Hall last 
Thursday that turned into a shouting match when London brought up the allegations against Julian. The 
mayor ordered the police chief to remove London. Lazarow, too, got removed when she suggested 
Julian resign. 
 
The mayor defended her actions, saying Lazarow and London were bringing up something not on the 
agenda. They'll have to wait until the next regular commission meeting on Sept. 7 to have their say, she 
said. 
 
"They're not entitled to hijack meetings and be out of order. It's a disgrace," she said. 
 
Neither Lazarow nor London appeared concerned over Cooper's move to talk to prosecutors. 
 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-bill-julian-fallout-investigation-20160829-story.html
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fl-bill-julian-fallout-investigation-20160829-story.html
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"Joy Cooper has filed ethics complaints against me," London said. "They got dismissed. Obviously, Joy 
Cooper is fixated with me." 
 
The series of events that led to the investigation began on March 2, when commissioners approved a 
$450 million condo and hotel project at the Diplomat Golf and Tennis Club. The project passed 4-1, with 
Lazarow voting no. 
 
A robocall went out the next day blasting Julian and gave a number to call in case people wanted to hear 
the message again. Julian called the number and when the robocall ended, he was inadvertently 
recorded on its voicemail. 
 
On the recording, Julian appears to say the developer's attorney promised to get him 300 campaign 
workers to help him keep his seat in the Nov. 8 election. The recording also captured Julian saying the 
developer had made a secret offer to get a van for the Hallandale Food Pantry, one of his pet charities. 
 
The recording, obtained by Ch. 10 reporter Bob Norman, was aired last week. 
 
Through a spokesman, the developers and their attorney have denied wrongdoing. 
 
London sent an email to residents Monday blasting Julian for "cutting side deals in return for his vote on 
The Diplomat development. This is not only amoral but also likely illegal." 
 
Longtime resident Rob Raymond says turmoil in the city is nothing new. 
 
"I just go [to City Hall] to watch the fighting. It's beyond crazy," he said. 
 
Julian made headlines in 2007 – at the height of the economic downturn — after suggesting the 
commission raise its salary from $20,500 to $75,000 during a planning meeting that was not advertised. 
 
The vote passed 3-2, with Cooper and London voting no and two former commissioners supporting the 
raise. The pay raise was rescinded two days later after a public outcry. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: CBS Miami (Channel 4) 
HEADLINE: Under Drizzling Skies Broward Polling Places Opened For Business 
BYLINE: CBS Miami 
 
 
LINK: http://miami.cbslocal.com/2016/08/30/under-drizzling-skies-broward-polling-places-opened-for-
business/ 
 
STORY: FT LAUDERDALE (CBSMiami) – Under gloomy skies threatening to unleash rain at any minute, 
the primary election in Broward got off to a sunny start. 
 
There were no serious problems reported when the county’s 432 polling place opened at 7 a.m. The will 
stay open until 7 p.m. 
 
Since Florida is a closed primary state, only voters who are registered members of a political party may 
vote for their respective party’s candidates in the primary. Voters must cast their ballots at their 
precincts polling station. Not sure where that is, then Click Here. 
 
Voters will need to bring a valid ID that has their name, a photograph and a signature. Acceptable forms 
of ID include: Florida Driver License, Florida Identification card issued by the Department of Highway 
Safety and Motor Vehicles, United States Passport, Debit or Credit Card, Military Identification, Student 
Identification, Retirement Center Identification, Public Assistance Identification, Neighborhood 
Association Identification, Florida concealed-weapon license, Veteran Health Identification Card issued 
by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, or Government issued employee identification. 
 
While the current Voter Information Card is not required to vote, it can help expedite the check-in 
process, so bringing it is always encouraged. 
 
One of the most watched races in the county involves U.S. House Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz who 
faces challenger, and Nova Southeastern University law professor, Tim Canova.  The winner will face the 
victor in the Republican race – Martin Feigenbaum or Joe Kaufman. 
 
Many registered voters have already cast their ballots. 
 
More than 113,000 voters have already cast ballots in Broward via early voting (43,166) and vote by mail 
(74,774). 
 
Election results will be posted on CBSMiami.com and on the Supervisor of Election’s website. 
 
Just after 7 p.m., absentee ballots and early voting results will be posted. Election day precinct results 
will begin being posted around 8 p.m. and then updated as the votes are tallied. 
  

http://miami.cbslocal.com/2016/08/30/under-drizzling-skies-broward-polling-places-opened-for-business/
http://miami.cbslocal.com/2016/08/30/under-drizzling-skies-broward-polling-places-opened-for-business/
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MEDIA OUTLET: NBC Miami (Channel 6) 
HEADLINE: Guide to the 2016 Florida Primary 
BYLINE: NBC Miami 
 
 
LINK: http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Guide-to-the-2016-Florida-Primary-391650181.html 
 
STORY: Florida voters will head to the polls on Primary Day Tuesday with a number of important races 
needing to be decided. 
 
Polls open in Miami-Dade, Broward and Monroe counties at 7 a.m. and close at 7 p.m. Anyone who is in 
line at 7 p.m. will be allowed to vote. 
 
Florida law requires voters to present a picture ID with signature. If the voter’s picture ID does not 
contain a signature, an additional document with signature may be used. If you don't have a valid and 
current identification, you may be asked to vote using a provisional ballot. 
 
Acceptable forms of ID are: 
Florida driver's license 
Florida identification card issued by the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles 
United States passport 
Debit or credit card 
Military identification 
Student identification 
Retirement center identification 
Neighborhood Association identification 
Public Assistance identification 
  
Florida is a closed primary state, meaning only voters who are registered members of political parties 
may vote for respective party candidates for an office in a primary election. 
 
The biggest race for registered Republicans in Florida will be for Senate, where incumbent Marco Rubio 
looks to keep his seat after dropping out and re-entering the race. He'll try to fend off three challengers, 
including businessman Carlos Beruff. 
 
Democrats will also have their say in the Senate race, with five contenders on the ballot. The President 
Obama-backed Rep. Patrick Murphy and Rep. Alan Grayson. 
 
In South Florida, U.S. Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz seeks to keep her seat in the 23rd District 
following her resignation as Democratic National Committee chairwoman. She'll try to fend off Tim 
Canova, a law professor at Nova Southeastern University and a first-time candidate. 
 
Perhaps the most important local election for Miami-Dade voters will be for county mayor, where 
current Mayor Carlos Gimenez faces ex-Miami-Dade School Board member Raquel Regalado. 
  

http://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/Guide-to-the-2016-Florida-Primary-391650181.html
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MEDIA OUTLET: FOX Miami (Channel 7) 
HEADLINE: Several key South Florida positions up for grabs in 2016 election 
BYLINE: Brandon Beyer 
 
 
LINK: http://wsvn.com/news/politics/nearly-2-million-floridians-have-already-voted-in-primary/ 
 
STORY: LAUDERHILL, FLA. (WSVN) - Miami-Dade mayor, Broward sheriff and several House of 
Representatives seats are just a few of the positions up for grabs in Tuesday’s primary election. 
 
Voters have been making their way to the polls all morning, ready to voice their choice. “I want to have 
an opinion about you know, our state representatives, and our congressman and our county judges and 
you know everybody else and what they do and how they get there,” said voter, Dennis Parces. “I have 
to exercise my right to vote.” 
 
Incumbent Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos Gimenez goes up against six other candidates, with his main 
competition coming from Raquel Regalado — daughter of Miami Mayor Tomas Regalado — and Alfred 
Santamaria. Both may take away votes from Gimenez, forcing the race into a runoff election in 
November. 
 
“My vision is economic evolvement, jobs for everybody and then obviously we need to do something 
about transportation,” said Gimenez. 
 
“Nobody understands why the fourth largest budget in the nation is also the county with the highest 
level of poverty, and 50 percent of our community is making minimum wages,” said Santamaria. “People 
want change.” 
 
Democrats Joe Garcia and Annette Taddeo both aim to take Carlos Curbelo’s spot as the U.S. 
representative from Florida’s 26th congressional district. 
 
“We’re very excited, very hopeful that we’re going to be victorious in this primary, and that’s why we’re 
not leaving any stone unturned,”, said Taddeo. “We want every single person to get out and vote.” 
 
In Florida’s 24th congressional district, Congresswoman Frederica Wilson is going up against former 
football player Randall Hill. Wilson is a longtime educator, while Hill is a law enforcement veteran. Both 
have stated their main focus is the economy. 
 
In Broward County, Debbie Wasserman Schultz faces Nova University Law Professor Tim Canova for 
Florida’s 23rd congressional district seat. Schultz is expected to face a tough battle, after leaked emails 
forced her to step down as the Chair of the Democratic National Party. 
 
Canova was up bright and early Tuesday, as he also headed to the polls. “Our campaign is a lot different, 
we don’t take any money from any corporate interests, none of their packs or super packs and it leaves 
us free to represent the people,” he said. 
 
In the senate races, Marco Rubio faces Carlos Beruff, with the winner facing Patrick Murphy or Alan 
Grayson. Despite the Tuesday election, Rubio and Murphy have already started running ads for the 
general election in November. 

http://wsvn.com/news/politics/nearly-2-million-floridians-have-already-voted-in-primary/
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The role of Broward County Sheriff sees four competitors: incumbent Scott Israel, James Fondo, Willie 
Jones and Edison Jules. 
 
Election officials said they have seen good turnout in terms of early voting and mail-in ballots, leading 
them to believe Tuesday will be the same. “Those two procedures have gone extremely well and we got 
record numbers participating in both,” said Broward County Supervisor of Elections Brenda Snipes. “So 
I’m looking for record numbers again, today.” 
 
Between mail-in voting and early voting there are more than 115,000 people that have voted in Broward 
County, and 170,000 in Miami-Dade County. 
 
The Fourth Amendment will also be on the ballot, Tuesday, where voters will decide if property owners 
should get a tax break for installing solar panels. 
 
Polls will be open Tuesday, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
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MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Big turnout expected for Tuesday primary 
BYLINE: Associated Press 
 
 
LINK: http://www.local10.com/news/elections/big-turnout-expected-for-tuesday-primary 
 
STORY: TALLAHASSEE, Fla. - More than 1.75 million Floridians have already voted in this year's primary. 
 
The Florida Division of Elections on Tuesday released updated figures showing that more than 1.2 
million voters have returned their ballots by mail. More than 538,000 voted during the early voting 
period that ended on Sunday. 
 
The total of those who voted by mail is likely to go up, since ballots returned Tuesday can still be 
accepted. 
 
Florida appears poised to have a larger turnout than it did during the 2012 primary, when 2.34 million 
voted. 
 
This year there are more competitive races for both Congress and the Florida Legislature. Voters are also 
deciding the Democratic and Republican nominees for U.S. Senate. 
 
After a failed presidential run, Sen. Marco Rubio is seeking to secure the Republican nomination for a 
second term. 
 
Tuesday's primary will also set the stage for several U.S. House races in a year that Democrats are 
hoping to gain seats in the heavily Republican delegation. 
 
Rubio made a last-minute decision to seek another term and nearly cleared what was a crowded 
Republican field. But millionaire homebuilder Carlos Beruff stayed in with hopes of toppling Rubio. 
 
Democratic Reps. Patrick Murphy and Alan Grayson are battling for the right to face Rubio in November. 
 
South Florida voters are also choosing whether to keep former Democratic National Committee 
Chairwoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz in Congress or to replace her with Tim Canova, a Bernie 
Sanders-backed law professor. 
  

http://www.local10.com/news/elections/big-turnout-expected-for-tuesday-primary


16 
 

MEDIA OUTLET: ABC Miami (Channel 10) 
HEADLINE: Big turnout expected for Tuesday primary 
BYLINE: Paradise Afshar 
 
 
LINK: http://www.local10.com/news/margate-police-tell-martin-county-sheriff-their-city-is-not-flakka-
epicenter- 
 
STORY: MARGATE, Fla. - The Margate Police Department wanted to make one thing clear: their city 
should not be considered the "epicenter" for the drug Flakka. 
 
The declaration was made via a news release issued Monday night in response to a comment made by 
Martin County Sheriff William Snyder.  
 
"The city of Margate should not be considered the ‘epicenter’ of this designer drug, contrary to the 
statement issued earlier today by Martin County Sheriff’s Office," the release said. "After reviewing the 
Margate Police Department’s arrest reports, it was determined that the police department has had 
minimal interactions with individuals under the influence of this substance. The department takes these 
issues relating to drugs within our community seriously. The Margate Police Department continues to 
investigate and utilize all of our department resources to ensure the safety of our citizens." 
 
Snyder had previously said a man identified as Nico Gallo,19, was using a designer drug when he 
smashed through the front window of a Florida home and attacked a woman and her son. 
 
"The Margate Police Department is familiar with the drug commonly known as 'flakka,' which is 
associated with bath salts, molly and other variations of these chemicals, such as dibutylone and 
methylone, as mentioned by Martin County Sheriff’s Office, Sheriff William Snyder," the media release 
said. 
 
"Flakka" can cause hallucinations, extraordinary strength and a higher than normal pain tolerance, and 
Margate police are "actively working cases targeting these types of drugs," the release said. 

http://www.local10.com/news/margate-police-tell-martin-county-sheriff-their-city-is-not-flakka-epicenter-
http://www.local10.com/news/margate-police-tell-martin-county-sheriff-their-city-is-not-flakka-epicenter-

