
From: Russell R. Chard  
Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 2:20 AM 
 
Subject: Mayor's letter in "New Horizon" newsletter 
 
To the Honorable Mayor and Commissioners, 
 
I received my copy of the “New Horizons” newsletter today.  With reference to “A Message from Mayor 
Peter Bober”, I would be hard pressed to identify when I have received a more offensive and 
unnecessarily inflammatory piece of propaganda in my mailbox under the guise of a politically neutral 
public statement.  But coming from essentially the same majority that sent out the “financial urgency 
information” pieces in 2011, I shouldn’t be surprised. 
 
Please review the attached letter from Foster & Foster, Inc.  Although they are currently the actuaries 
for the firefighter’s pension board, this letter and viewpoint were published BEFORE that relationship 
was established.  From a professional actuary standpoint, it eviscerates and debunks the simplistic and 
naively limited focus of the Leroy Collins Institute.  It is embarrassing for the City that our mayor would 
“hang his hat” on an approach and methodology that can be so easily discarded as inaccurate and 
immaterial.  I hope the residents will be informed of the “counter” viewpoint with the same saturation 
as was used to broadcast the mayor’s misinformed report. 
 
It’s curious that the mayor would identify actuaries as “financial experts” in his letter while 
simultaneously giving weight to a report that, according to Foster & Foster, had no actuaries involved in 
its development. 
 
By the way, according to a report given by the fire pension’s actuary OVER FIVE MONTHS AGO, 
(6/24/2014) the funding level of the fire plan is over 57%, not the 42% claimed by the mayor.  While 
there will always be a time gap between the dissemination of information and publication dates, there is 
no excuse for publishing information that is that far out of date.  It would be helpful if the public was 
advised of current information instead of information that is grossly outdated as a matter of public 
record. 
 
Since this issue is neither new nor particularly timely, I can’t help but wonder about the timing of it.  Is 
this intended to undermine current contract negotiations?  Is it intended to bolster a term-limited 
political career?  When the mayor has only four opportunities a year to speak directly to every resident 
and suddenly elevates this long-term ongoing issue to the forefront, one has to wonder about the 
motivation.   
 
That curiosity is increased when one realizes that Commissioner/Mayor Bober voted in favor of every 
single pension benefit that he now cautions against.   
 
Is he calling his own judgment into question?  I truly do not understand why this was suddenly thrust 
into the forefront and I do not accept his “the public needs to know” explanation.  The public (those that 
pay attention, at least) has ALWAYS known because nothing was ever done in secret or in the 
shadows.  Every pension issue has been publicly debated, scrutinized and resolved under the bright 
spotlight of open government, often in agonizing detail.  There is nothing new here, yet Mayor Bober 
has seized upon the moment to publicly grandstand on the issue. 
 



Don’t get me wrong:  I appreciate and commend Mayor Bober for his longtime support of employees, 
their families, and every employee’s right to retire with dignity and respect.  His historical support of 
public employees should serve as a benchmark from which all elected officials should be 
measured.  That’s why I am so confused and frustrated by the conflicts between his historical actions 
versus his current stated views. 
 
I am disappointed and embarrassed that Hollywood would be represented in such a biased and 
unprofessional manner.  If you want to better represent the residents, then tell them the ENTIRE truth, 
not just the views that support a particular political agenda.  If this topic is of such importance, then I 
urge you to have a public workshop and debate the entire issue, including public comments, voting 
histories and professional opinions beyond those that support the desired narrative. 
 
The residents of Hollywood deserve better and, on this issue at least, you have utterly failed them. 
 
With dismay, I remain 
 
Russell R. Chard 
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